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Swancott Home buyer backs out of bid

By COURTNEY POTTS
Observer-Dispatch

Be the first of your
friends to recommend — @«
this. ™ o

Recommend

UTICA — The future of the Swancott Home is in question again.

The buyer who purchased the historic 12-bedroom mansion at auction earlier this year has asked the Rescue Mission to release him
from his contract, attorneys for both sides said.

The details of that release still were being ironed out Thursday, but it appeared the unidentified buyer would forfeit his $14,520
deposit in the deal, attorneys Mark Wolber and William Schmitt said.

The original purchase price bid was $66,000.

Wolber, who is representing the would-be buyer, said three related families originally intended to move into 4 Rutger Park. But at
least one of the parties involved began having doubts after he realized the scope of the project.

“When they got into the house, they realized how much work was needed,” he said. “They also realized how high the taxes were.”

City Assessor David Williams said the Swancott Home is currently valued at $270,000, and annual city, county and school taxes run
at about $14,674.

The Rescue Mission is in the process of challenging that assessment, Williams said.

The organization purchased the property for $155,000 in 2008, but auctioned it off in May after its own plans to open a 20-bed
facility there for men recovering from substance abuse were nixed by the city’s Zoning Board of Appeals.

Information about the Swancott Home’s assessment and tours of the premises were available prior to the May 22 auction, but Wolber
said his clients may not have reviewed the building “as thoroughly as they should have” before making an offer.

“I think it would have been nice for the city if a family did move into the home and retain it as a residence,” he said. “(But) given the
amount of work that’s required and also the taxes, I think it’s going to be difficult to get any family to move in there.”

Executive Director the Rev. Bill Dodge said new plans for the property had not been made as of Thursday. The Rescue Mission’s
board of directors is expected to address the issue at a meeting later this month, once negotiations to void the earlier sale are
finalized.

“Once we know that’s official, we can think through our next step together as a board,” he said. “We need to resolve this to completion
first.”

Schmitt, who is representing the Rescue Mission, said he sent Wolber a letter last week proposing that his clients could be released
from their contract if they surrender their down payment.

Wolber indicated Thursday that the buyer plans to accept that offer, but no releases had been signed at that time.

Michael Bosak, president of the Landmarks Society of Greater Utica said his group was “cautiously optimistic” about the future of the
property, but also concerned about who could purchase it in the future and for what purpose.

“I would imagine it’s probably difficult, if not impossible, for a single family to do it,” he said when asked about its viability as a
residence.

The Landmarks Society owns 1 and 3 Rutger Park and is in the process of acquiring state grants to fund their renovation. But the
group did not bid at the May auction for the Swancott Home because of those existing projects, he said.
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